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Attitude of the Laos toward the Viet I-lnh 

1* Tho Lao population is increasingly concerned by tho formation of joint Lac- 
Viet rinh guerrilla units which are now -active throughout Laos* Some resi- 
dents of Vientiane are preparing to evacuate to the Uongkai arid IJpkorn Phancaa 
districts ox Thailand because of the intensified guerrilla activity* 

2, The majority of Laos believe that the French as well as Lao officials of the 
French-supported Vientiane government will abandon. Laos in the event of a 
large-scale Viet Linh attack-. The./ believe that even idle troop 3 cf the 
Foreign Legion, despite their boastful attitude, would not remain to defend 
tho country* Among the currant stories of law French morale circulating in 
tho coffee houses is that of a French soldier who deserted his unit i:i Vientiane 
on 17 January 1?£L and crossed the r.ekong River into Thailand* The soldier 
was killed by French military police machine gun fire near the river bank** 

Such incidents have been responsible for the feeling of panic anohg tho people* 

Political Situation 

3 * The Lao union rar&y , xea oy rao dong, is the declared opposition part/ in the 
Vientiane Government* Although the party advocates cooper tion with fio .Viet 
Finh, their program seeks to secure Lao freedom by constitutional means* 

Ilany Laos believe, hovTCver, that tho group vd.ll join the Viet hinh, if IIo Chi 
!!inh succeeds in obtaining control of the country* 

U* The Vientiane Government has -ordered the arrest of several members of the Lao 
Union Party on charges of being .in contact with the Viet Finn* Tio Lath 
Ronp Pridja, a deputy xroia anampaosak and a member of the Lao Union F .arty, 
has been arrested on charges of opposing the formation of the Lao .rational 
oy, of failing to support the military budget ancl of being prowiat Finh* 

Tao Hath will be taken to Saigon-* 


The events leading to Tao IJeth* s arrest typify the political disunity among 
the various political groups in Laos, The first Free Lao 0 rgani 2 a.ti 0.-1 v as 
formed at the end of Jorld .far II under ?hya Khamra&o* Follovdag the french 
reoccupation of Indochina, ?hya Khamnao, Prince P 3 tcharat, Prince Souvanapoi 
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and Prince Souphanavong established a Free Lao Government in Bangkok* at 
this time, Tao Hath joined the Preach and was responsible for the iarrest and 
death of a number of Free Lao followers of Phya Khamraao still living in Laos* 
The Free Lao Government in Bangkok eventually split into several factions* 

One group, deluding Phya Khamntao, Prince Souvanapouma and Prince Gukand 
joined the French-supported Vientiane Government under Pui Banya* These men, 
more or less figureheads of the Lao Progressive Party, nevertheless occupied 
important positions in the Government, Souvanapouma. in the Ministry of 'foreign 
Affairs and Sukaad as Deputy Director of the Lao police* It is generally 
believed that this group denounced Tao Doth to the French, because of his 
betrayal of Free Laos to the trench at the end of the war* 

Vie t F inl^Snnpo rt'Cd Lao Govormon t 

6* Tho Viet Llinh broadcast from Tonkin, announcing the formation of a joint 
Viet Liirih-Lao United Front was hoard iu Laos* ‘The Lao population is there- 
fore generally a\iaro of the formation, of a cabinet under Prince Souphanavong*»« 
It appears possible that the Souphanavong government has effected an agree- 
ment v/ith other anti-French Lao factions and. that both the former Fra? Laos 
now in the Vientiane Government and Lao guerrilla leaders throughout -.«aos are- 
in contact with Souphariavong* 

7> Viet ! !inh-supported Lao leaders under Gouphanavong include the follow tngs 


Tao Sri Toiler 


Ghao 


Chao. ?huy 


Tao Sae 

Tao Rod 


Tao LSuon^ws* 


Uinistor without Portfolio; commander ox ell Lao 
forces under oouphanavong* 

Former secretary to Prince Petcharat in Hie -roe 
’Lao Government in Bangkok* 

Lives in D an Bung Khan (Smphur Ghaiburi, 103 *3.5, 
13-25) ; maintains liaison between Gouph&rvxvo ;g and 
the Viet Rinh in North Viet via a cam .ilaatiars 
route running from Ban Bung Khan 'to Paksari©* The 
Viet liinh contact post in Central Viet 1-Ma is a 
seven day walk: from Pakaana*# 

Lives in Hougkhai; commands a guerrilla unit active 
in the area between Vientiane and Paksana, 

Lives in Nongkhai; acts as a liaison officer bc*» 
tweet the Vientiane Government and Souplxenay ,;n; 

He is also concerned with Lao political refu 
in Thalia id. He was formerly a- judge in Vie FcLane* 

Oct: i-isnds a .Lao guerrilla unit of ?1 men work 
v/ith. the Viet Liinh, which operates along the Fokong 
lilvor in Hie Han Sang (102-01, 13-12 Hlara Th v 
(102-13, 13-05) sector* At present ho is. eo Quoting; 
a raiding mission in the vicinity of Vionilr: : - 
Formerly a sergeant in the French .*my, tvo ’ Aon 
received a commission in Sbuphanavong * s fore- • 

His name holds considerable terror for imve ’ oi*i\ irk 
the ’Vientiane area* 
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Viet llinh Intentions towards Laos 

Lac politicians generally believe that both the Bao Dai Government a^id the 
Ilo Ghi Llinh Government are attempting to gain control of Laos, They' believe 
that at the Pan Conference, Bao Dai suggested to the French that Laos be 
incorporated with Viet Nam. in a Vietnamese Union, The Laos generally believe 
that the Viet I.-iixh also intends to incorporate Laos as a part of Viot Ifcan. 

The Viet Llinh forces the iihabitants of each newly occupied area in La os to 
study Vietnamese, They have also attempted to impose Vietnamese customs: on 
the Lao-lhai inhabitants of North Viet Nam* The French also have understood 
the desirability of making these areas nationally conscious and for that 
reason created the autonomous state of the Thai Federation o 


Viet Llinh propaganda in Laos is centered around the inability of the Laos to 
free themselves from French rule without Viet Llinh support* Convinced by this 
reasoning, the anti-French Laos have inevitably succumbed to Viet llinh control. 
The majority of the Lao population, hovuver, feels that after the conclusion 
of the war, the Vietnamese will control Laos, 


Vi et llinh Anns Procurement 

Viet Llinh troops in Laos are equipped with American arms smuggled from Thai- 
land, similar to those used by the Free Thai during JorXd .Jar II, Only a 
small number ha.ve been produced in their own factories, Arras procure:. sent 
committees have been formed by Viet llinh agents in IJongkai, Udon, Sakori Uakom 
and Ubon, The anus acquired through these committees are divided equally 
among the .various Lao guerrilla units. An important arms purchasing ' center 
is a medical and photo shop in the Nongkai market called n Viet Ung, 51 owned 
by Tran Van Phnc-sfeKHt, one of the arms committee members 0 Tran Van PHuc is a 
leading member of the Viet llinh in Llongkai. 

According to an informant who ha s worked as a commission agent in Viot llinh 
arms transactions, arms for Lao guerrilla units are bought from Thai barracks 
and from Thai Array deserters who soil tlieir weapons for cash return. On 
occasion, arms dealers have boasted that they are military officials who have 
influence and access to stores of anas. 

The Viet Llinh is able to acquire replacement parts for arms from Bangkok, 
where a number of Chinese shops have the necessary equipment. These Chinese 
deal principally in rifle barrels. The Viet Llinh also has several arms 
factories in northeast Thailand, Several iron casting and smelting shops 
have already boon discovered by the police in isolated villages, 

Viot Llinh Financial Support 

According to a Viot Llinh arms purchasing agent in llongkai, the Vietnamese In 
northeast Thailand are supporting; the Viet Llinh organisation tc the extent 
of approximately 1,000,000 baht: hhkh* per month. Half of this sura is 'spent 
for the purchase of arras and the other half for general expenses. 

Chinese Communi st Ama Support 

According to a Lao who formerly traveled through Yunnan and Indochina, at 
tempting to secure Chinese support for the forces of Prince Souphanavong , 

Ho Ghi Llinh will never receive sufficient arms from Corarauniot China to car.y 
out a successful offensive* The Chinese Communists intend to move their 
troops directly into Indochina as they did into Korea. GIIU Chia-pi^.K^':^ 
a key man in the Chinese Communist Army concerned with the situation in 
Indochina, is opposed to giving unlimitod arms support to Ilo Ghi limn. It 
appears that he would like to lead his own army into Indochina. 
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Common gossip among Lao troop3 who have joined the Viet Llinh I’ ore os in Laos 
is to the effect that if the United States supports th® remnants of the 
26 Chinese nationalist Division on the Duma— Indochina border, the Chinese 
Communists will enter Indochina in support of Iio Chi Llinh. 

25X1 A ^‘i £ information was previously reported in 

the same source. 


25X1^ Comment . Additional information on the positions of these 

individu^sin th© Souphanavong government in contained in 
25X1 A and ^ A 
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I Comment . from a different source, reports that 

S/Tet ISnS headquarters in H 0 ngkhai is in a drugstore owned by Nguyen 
Due Phat. This possibly refers to the same, shop. The Tran Van Phue 
reported hero is probably not the same as tho military advisor to 
the Viet I.Tinh delegation in Bangkok. 
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Commonto 


A acre accurate estimate is probably 500,000 baht* 


25X1 A*" 


ftvHKS* 


HHHHHL^^nt . For further information on CHU Cliia-pi, who 
participate.:! in the disarming of Japanese troops in Indochina at 
the end of 'Jorld Car II, 
contains biographical 
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